Memoryscape: The Pavilion excerpt – John Osbourne, captain of the Southern Belle and bungalow owners

John Osbourne

A few years ago, I think you’re talking about 3 or 4 years ago right, we had a very bad flood if you remember, very bad flood, and they had to evacuate all these people on this island.  The water, the water was rising quite rapidly and we had to evacuate everybody from that island.  It was quite bad actually that time. Because we had some night parties and we had to cancel quite a few of our night parties because the river was too dangerous.  It was far too dangerous to go on there, it was terrible.  

Bungalow owners

Oh yes sometimes the party boats can be a bit irritating when it’s so late, yes that’s true, they can be a bit, yes, but in fact the first few months we came hear that was the only fly in our ointment really.  Well they come past here about seven o’clock and they are all very sedately having their drinks and food but by 11.30 they’re all on their feet dancing and singing and disco-going, we do occasionally have the odd DJ that likes the sound of his voice and of course the sound travels tremendously on the river.  Um I mean literally you can even hear a neighbour talking in the garden it drifts up. 

I shan’t try to sing but

Good night Irene seems to be popular doesn’t it, for some reason.  And the Village People.  But I suppose if we were dancing up and down there then we wouldn’t mind.  

But they usually stop about quarter past eleven don’t they, yes, so it’s not too bad actually.  
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